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This document contains DRC guidelines for the ex t e r i o r  additions, improvements or 
alterations made within SHME. These guidelines will be used by the DRC when reviewing 
all permanent design plans for exterior improvement within SHME. If a Resident replaces 
an existing item, which is listed below, with an identical item, being of the same material, 
size, color and quality, it is considered maintenance and does not require DRC approval, 
unless it was grandfathered in, then new approval will need to be obtained. If the replacement 
item is not identical to the item being replaced, approval by  the DRC is required. All other 
exterior alterations, modifications or changes must be approved by the DRC. If the Resident is
in doubt, DRC approval should be obtained. The listings below identify which items will be 
approved by the DRC. 

All modifications must conform to the SHME Declarations, the SHME Guidelines. 
Additionally, it is the responsibility of the Resident to assure that all necessary permits have been
obtained and that the modification conforms to applicable codes. Obtaining a building permit is 
not a substitute for compliance with applicable declarations or guidelines.
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1. A  w      n  i  n  g  s   – Awnings to adhered to hurricane specifications and to match existing color of 
home.

2. Driveway  s  /  S  i  d      e  wal  k      s   –  All modifications to driveways and sidewalks must be 
preapproved

A) Material: Must be concrete, pavers or textured concrete (stamped). 

B) Color: All coloration of a driveway must be approved by the DRC. 

3. Fe  n  ce  s -   are not allowed in any of the parks. Fences being defined as anything taller than 
allowed borders which is 6 inches.

4. F  lag  p  ole  s   – Only one flagpole per home allowed (any flagpoles before approval of these 
guidelines are grandfathered in).

A) No political flags

Laws below: (please check current regulations to confirm updates)

In Florida, the laws around flagpoles and flag displays in community associations, including 
co-ops—are shaped by both state statutes and federal protections. Here's a quick overview:

 Florida Statute 720.304 allows homeowners to erect a freestanding flagpole up to 20 feet 
high on their property, even if community rules say otherwise, as long as it doesn’t obstruct 
sightlines or violate easements. From that flagpole, they may respectfully display:

o One U.S. flag (up to 4.5 by 6 feet),
o And one additional flag such as the Florida state flag, a military branch flag, or a 

POW-MIA flag.
 House Bill 437, which took effect in 2023, expanded these rights to include flags representing

first responders, and it applies regardless of HOA or co-op rules.
 Federal law—specifically the Freedom to Display the American Flag Act of 2005—also 

protects your right to fly the U.S. flag, though associations can impose reasonable restrictions 
on how and where it’s displayed to protect community interests.

That said, co-ops can still enforce rules about things like flagpole placement, lighting, and noise, 
as long as they don’t outright ban your right to fly these protected flags.

5. H  o  m  e     i      m  p  rov  e  m  e  n  t  s  ,   s  u      c  h   a  s   ext  er  ior a  d  d  itio  n      s  

DRC approval required.

6. Ge  n  e      rato  r  s -   

A) All permanent generators need prior approval.
B) Temporary generators during a storm do not need approval

7. La  nd  s  ca  p  i  n  g  

A) Existing flower beds – No trees or shrubs allowed in flower beds
B) New flower beds – No trees or shrubs
C) Trees  –  It  is  recommended  to  limit  the  amount  of  trees  or  shrubs  due  to

maintenance.



D) Potted Plants – cannot be planted and must be stored away during bad weather.
E) Astro Turf – allowed in Mobile Park only
F) Veggie gardens must be contained
.

8. P  ai  n  t   (e  x      terior)    

A) Exterior painting must be approved by the DRC if the color is changed from the 
original color.

9. Sheds -  Shed size to be no more than 10x10x8, must be setback 5 feet from the lot line
  and must fit the lot size in RV 1 and RV 2.

A) DRC approval required for any shed.

10. R  o  o  f  s  

A) Need approval unless replacing with the same as existing

11. Sa  t  ellite Di  sh  e  s   a  n      d         A  n  te  n  n  a  s  

A) Must conform to Federal FCC Law (w  w      w.fcc  .      g  ov  /  mb  /      fact  s  /otard.html)  

C ) Devices designed and used for the reception of over the air broadcast 
television, including but not limited to satellite dishes of up to one meter (39.37")
in diameter may not be placed, maintained or constructed within SHME without
the prior written approval of the DRC. 

C )   Preferred location is behind home if possible

12. St  a  t  u  e  s    -     – nothing permanent, on blocks not lawn
  
A) Height restriction of 3 feet

13. F  ou  n  tai  ns   a  n  d     F  i  s  hp      o  n  ds  

A) Fountains must be secure and not create a nuisance for the neighbors. Must be on a
timer to not run through the night.

B) No fishponds allowed

14. D  ec  or  a  tive A  dd  re  ss         P  l  a      qu  e  s  

Must be attached to the home and be visible.

15. D  ec  ks &Porches    – size depending on lot. Not to infringe on parking space availability in 
RV 1 & 2. All Decks and Porches need prior approval.

A) Decks or porches must be skirted with approved material and not used for storage under 
deck or porch.



  16. G  aze  b  o  s   – No Gazebos allowed unless approved by the DRC. 

  17. H  u      r  r  ica  n  e Protectio  n – See below for proposed wording  

  18.     Exterior lighting – Exterior lighting should not shine into a neighbor’s window. Flashing 
            Spotlights are not allowed. Automatic lights can only be activated within 10 feet.

19. G  a  r  d  e  n   Bor  d  er  s –   not to exceed 6 inches in height and must be preapproved.

20.     Ca  r  p  ort  s -   not to exceed the length of the home. Wood carports are prohibited. Carport 
          support posts will not extend beyond the concrete driveway pad

21.     Skirting   – vinyl, privacy lattice, for skirting purposes only is allowed in Parks 1 & 2 and  
          must be securely attached. 

22.      Signs – No political signs allowed. For Rent and Sale signs must adhere to rules and 
          regulations. All other signs must be preapproved.

SHME Hurricane Protection Installation Policy – Mobile Homes
Purpose:
To establish clear guidelines for the installation of hurricane protection systems on mobile 
homes within the co-op, ensuring compliance with Florida law while maintaining community
safety and appearance.

1. Permitted Hurricane Protection Devices
Residents may install the following, subject to approval:

 Florida Building Code-approved hurricane shutters (roll-down, accordion, or panel).
 Impact-resistant windows or doors.
 Approved tie-down or anchoring upgrades per Florida Administrative Code 15C-1.
 Include manufacturer specifications, a site plan, and contractor information.
 All installations must comply with applicable sections of the Florida Building Code and 

HUD Wind Zone requirements.
 Components must match community color and aesthetic standards, unless otherwise 

approved.
 Homeowners are responsible for keeping protective systems in good working order.
 If shutters or panels are installed, they must be removed or secured within 15 days after a 

storm unless actively needed.
 The co-op reserves the right to request removal or repair if systems become unsightly or 

hazardous.
 Outdoor furniture, decorations, and unsecured items must be removed ahead of storm 

warnings.


